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Katie Mouse's Cousin Matilda is getting married! A big wedding has been planned in Mouse
Town's public park, and everyone in town is invited. Best of all, Katie will be Matilda's flower
mouse, and her little brother Dylan will be the ring bearer.There's just one problem: The Games
Day at Katie's school has been changed to the same day as the wedding! And Katie's the
captain of her class's relay race team! Will she really have to miss it?As Katie struggles with her
feelings, a mix-up with the wedding rings threatens to ruin the entire wedding. It's then that Katie
discovers that only she knows how to save the day and make the wedding perfect after all.For
ages 4 to 9./////////////////////////////////////////////////ABOUT ANNE AND MOUSE TOWNIn 2016, Anne L.
Watson fell in love with felted mice by Bulgarian artist Diyana Stankova. Anne happened to be
working on a housekeeping almanac, so she started photographing the mice, posing them in
scenes with miniatures in dollhouses, to illustrate the book. Soon she was writing little stories
about the mouse family, while learning to use Photoshop to manipulate their poses and
composite their props and settings in a creative blend of toys, other photos, and purchased and
free art.As Anne added more mice and other felted animals from Diyana and other artists,
Mouse Town began to take shape. As might be expected, these adorable but pushy critters
eventually demanded their own books, and Anne obliged with the Katie Mouse series.Besides
her children's books, Anne writes literary novels and how-to books for grown-ups, on such
subjects as housekeeping, soapmaking, and baking with cookie molds. She lives in Bellingham,
Washington, with her husband and fellow author, Aaron Shepard, and a growing family of critters.

From the Author"A young mouse's disappointment turns into triumph in this quaint story
featuring a cast of miniature felt animals posed in photo-collage scenes . . . Watson keeps the
story moving briskly, demonstrating how compromise isn't just necessary at times but can be
empowering as well." -- Publishers Weekly, Nov. 27, 2017/////////////////////////////////////////////////
SAMPLEMama Mouse was so excited, she nearly dropped her phone. "It's Cousin Matilda.
She's going to marry Alexander!""It's about time," said Papa Mouse, looking up from his
breakfast."Of course you can stay here!" Mama was saying into the phone. "A June wedding in
the park! That's perfect!"When Mama hung up, Katie asked, "Will Dylan and I get to go?""Of
course," Mama said. "In fact, Matilda would like you to be her flower mouse. Would you like
that?""Oh, yes!" Katie's eyes sparkled with excitement. "When is it?""The day before your school
Games Day. And Dylan will be the ring bearer!""I no bear!" said Dylan.From the Inside
FlapMORE PICTURE BOOKS FROM ANNETHE MICE BEFORE CHRISTMAS. Words by Anne
L. Watson, pictures by Wendy Edelson. What ELSE happened on the "night before Christmas"?
Ages 4 to 9.KATIE MOUSE AND THE CHRISTMAS DOOR. Words and pictures by Anne L.
Watson. Can one of Santa Mouse's elves help Katie find her deepest Christmas wish? And in



return, can she help when Santa Mouse leaves him behind? Ages 4 to 9.THE SECRET OF
GINGERBREAD VILLAGE. Words and pictures by Anne L. Watson. Coco the mouse must help
a village of gingerbread men and women revive the Magic that protects them. Ages 4 to 9.ON
CHRISTMAS EVE. Words and pictures by Anne L. Watson. Coco the mouse climbs a tall tree in
the forest to fetch a treetop star from the sky. Ages 3 to 9.IF WISHES WERE FISHES: A
Celebration of Animal Group Names. Words and pictures by Anne L. Watson. There's an old
saying: "If wishes were horses, we'd all get a ride." But what if wishes were schools of fish, or
prides of lions, or pods of dolphins? Ages 3 to 9.MANY FINGERS, ONE HAND. Words by Aaron
Shepard, pictures by Anne L. Watson. Many parts make a whole, in this short concept book for
the very young. Ages 1 to 2.SKEETER AND THE WEASELS. Words by Aaron Shepard, pictures
by Anne L. Watson. Skeeter can't help noticing the weasels hiding lately behind every corner --
but he never imagined he'd be recruited to deal with them! Ages 5 to 9.
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Mouse was so excited, she nearly dropped her phone. “It’s Cousin Matilda. She’s going to marry
Alexander!”“It’s about time,” said Papa Mouse, looking up from his breakfast.“Of course you can
stay here!” Mama was saying into the phone. “A June wedding in the park! That’s perfect!”When
Mama hung up, Katie asked, “Will Dylan and I get to go?”“Of course,” Mama said. “In fact,
Matilda would like you to be her flower mouse. Would you like that?”“Oh, yes!” Katie’s eyes
sparkled with excitement. “When is it?”“The day before your school Games Day. And Dylan will
be the ring bearer!”“I no bear!” said Dylan.At school, Katie told her friends. They were excited
too. “But you’ll still be at Games Day, right?” asked Harry Hedgehog.“You have to!” said Sammy
Squirrel.“You’re our team captain for the relay race!” said Donnie Mouse.“Of course I’ll be there,”
said Katie. “And don’t forget practice this afternoon!”No one forgot. No one dropped the baton,
and they were all getting faster.“We’re going to do really well, this year,” Katie told them.With only
three weeks to go, Katie’s team practiced every day. And at home, Katie helped her family get
ready for the wedding. They scurried and tidied till the house shone and sparkled.Mama washed
the curtains and bought a new bedspread for the guest room.Papa cleaned all the carpets.
Dylan followed him with his little broom. “I help!” he told them.Katie sorted the gifts that arrived
each day. She made sure all the boxes had tags so Matilda would know who sent them. She also
wondered what was inside!The morning before the wedding day, Papa washed the car.Mama
cut roses from the garden to make a bouquet for the living room.Katie tied balloons to the front
porch. She told Mama, “Matilda will see them as soon as she gets here. I can hardly wait!”“But
that’s not till afternoon,” said Mama. “So, hurry, or you’ll be late to school.”At the start of Katie’s
class, the teacher tapped her desk with her ruler. “I have an announcement!” she said. “The
weathermice predict a big thunderstorm on Sunday, so Games Day has been changed to
Saturday. That’s tomorrow! But I’m sure you’re all ready.”Katie could hardly believe her mousey
ears. Saturday was the wedding day!“But I can’t come tomorrow,” she told the teacher. “Our



cousin Matilda is getting married. And I’m the relay team captain!”“Oh, dear!” said the teacher.
“We’ll miss you, Katie!”Katie’s tail drooped and dragged as she walked home from school. She
had to miss the relay race! “It’s not fair,” she muttered.But as she trudged around the last corner,
she saw Cousin Matilda getting out of a cab. “Matilda!” she yelled happily, dashing the rest of
the way.Matilda squeaked with delight and swept her into a big mouse hug. “Katie! I’m so happy
you’re in my wedding!”“Me, too!” said Katie.The taxi hamster was taking one suitcase after
another out of the cab, and even a big wicker trunk.“What’s in all those?” asked Katie.“My
wedding dress, and all the things I need for our honeymoon. And I have a flower mouse dress for
you. You need to try it on!”Later, in the house, Katie stood on a footstool while Mama worked on
the hem of the dress. It was hard for Katie to stand still so long, and she kept shifting
her feet.“Katie, be careful,” said Mama. “If you fall and twist your ankle, you won’t be able to run
in your race.”“I can’t anyway,” said Katie sadly. “They changed Games Day. It’s tomorrow.”“Oh,
Katie, I’m so sorry!” said Mama. “But you know, there will be other Games Days. And Matilda’s
wedding comes only once.”“But it’s not fair!”“Katie, when there are things you can’t have, don’t
let them ruin the things you can.”“All right,” said Katie. But she didn’t feel too sure.That evening,
Alexander came for dinner. “Welcome to our family!” said Papa, shaking Alexander’s paw.Matilda
said, “Sweetheart, this is Katie, who will be our flower mouse. And this is Dylan, our ring
bearer.”“I no bear!” said Dylan.“Then you can be our ring mouse!” said Alexander. “Would you
like to see them?”He reached into his little bag and brought out a basket with two gold rings.
Everyone squeaked admiringly.“We just know the wedding will be perfect,” Mama told Matilda.
“Who did you invite?”“Everyone!” said Matilda. “Why not, since it’s in the park! And we have lots
of wedding cheesecake for the reception.”Katie hoped there would be enough cheesecake to go
around. In Mouse Town, “everyone” was a lot of critters!At dinner, Katie sat next to Alexander.
“I’m very happy to be in your wedding,” she told him shyly. But she didn’t tell him how she wished
it was a different day!After dinner, Matilda asked Katie, “Would you like to see my wedding
dress?”“Yes!” Katie squeaked.In the guest room, Matilda unwrapped her gown and held it up.
“There’s a veil, too. And your basket with the bouquet is there on the table. We’ll put it in the
refrigerator tonight.”“Everything is perfect,” Katie said. “I hope Dylan and I do everything
right.”“You’ll be fine.” Matilda smiled. “I always wished I had a little sister. Now you and I will be
living so close, it will be just like having one.”Katie was so happy, missing the relay race didn’t
seem so terrible after all.Katie could hardly sleep that night. She was so excited about the
big day!When she came down in the morning, Mama asked, “Is Matilda almost ready?”“She’s
still in her bathrobe,” said Katie.“Then she’d better hurry up, if she doesn’t plan to get married in
it! Let’s go help.”Matilda stood in front of the mirror, looking through a cosmetics bag. “You’re just
in time,” she told them. “You can help me decide about makeup.”“Do you usually wear it?” Mama
asked.“No.”“Then this might not be the time to start!”Just then, they heard an engine revving up,
then a big BANG and a splutter.“Oh, no!” Papa yelled from outside. “The car!”Mama and Katie
rushed downstairs. The car hood was up, and the engine looked like a wreck. Papa was so
upset, he didn’t look much better.“We need to call a cab!” he said.Mama tried. But the taxi



company said, “Sorry, all the cabs are busy. It’s the school Games Day.”“Does Alexander have a
car?” Katie asked Papa.“No,” he said. “But maybe we can borrow one.”“There’s no time to try,”
said Mama. “We’ll have to walk to the park.”“But that’s on the other side of town!” Papa said.“We
can make it if we hurry. Katie, put on your flower mouse dress as fast as you can. I’ll tell Matilda
we have to leave right now.”“I’ll get Dylan ready,” said Papa.When they were all back outside,
Mama straightened Matilda’s veil. “Don’t be upset,” she said. “We’ll make it on time.”Matilda
clutched her flowers anxiously. “I didn’t even finish brushing my fur!”“Don’t worry, Matilda,” said
Katie. “You look beautiful.”“Ready?” said Papa, as he fastened Dylan in his stroller.Along the way,
neighbors and strangers came out of their houses to greet them. Everyone was curious and
excited to see the bride walking through town.Looking back, Katie could see that many were
following them to the park. It was almost like a parade!“It was nice of Matilda to invite everyone,”
said Mama quietly to Katie. “But I wonder if she was expecting most of the town.”Alexander met
them at the park gate. “You won’t believe it! I left the rings on your living room table! We have to
drive back for them right away!”“We can’t!” said Papa. “The car broke down, so we walked!”By
now, the other guests had gathered around to listen. Alexander asked them, “Don’t any of you
have a car here?”No one did. Not a car, not even a bicycle. They had all walked, too.“Oh no!”
wailed Alexander.Papa said, “Maybe we could have the wedding without rings?”A tear rolled
down Matilda’s cheek. Dylan whimpered.Katie wanted to cry, too. Was the perfect wedding
spoiled?Suddenly, she had the answer. A relay race!Katie jumped onto a chair and squeaked
loudly. “Everyone, please help! Start running back to our house, but one of you stay on each
corner. Then the one who gets to the rings, start passing them back, from one to the next!”“Like
a relay race!” shouted one critter.“Let’s go!” shouted another.They all scampered off through
town, as fast as their paws would carry them.When Sally Squirrel reached the house, she
grabbed the rings from the living room. Then she ran back and passed them to Joe Hamster.Joe
ran another block and passed them to Louella Mouse.Louella ran a block, too, and passed them
to Harold Chipmunk.And on and on through town — just like Katie had told them.The rings
reached the park just in time for the ceremony. Papa handed the basket to Dylan.“Now I run,”
said Dylan.“No, just walk,” said Papa. “Right behind Matilda. And Katie will follow you.”Everyone
took their places, as more runners arrived back in the park. Katie heard Mama tell Papa, “It‘s
certainly good that Matilda invited them all!”Then the wedding began. And from then on, it really
was perfect.After the ceremony, Alexander told Dylan, “You were a great ring mouse.”“I ring
bear!” said Dylan. “Grrrrrrr.” He grinned, and Alexander laughed.Matilda cut the wedding
cheesecake and handed the first slice to Katie.“Thank you for letting me be your flower mouse,”
Katie said.“Thank you, little sister, for saving the day! What a brilliant idea! I can’t imagine how
you thought of a relay race.”Katie just smiled and thought of many perfect days to come.MORE
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Fran, “Five Stars. Loved it!!! Hoping for more delightful stories.”

David Griffin, “Sweet story with a meaningful message. What a sweet book! My 10-year-old
daughter loved this cute story and illustrations, and was delighted to see a harpist at the
wedding! I particularly like the sweet morals that were woven into the plot without feeling forced.
Beautiful examples of kindness, family values, and overall positive outlook. Bravo to the author!”

Island Girl, “Great Book for a Young Reader. I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book and look
forward to gifting it to my great niece. I know she will love looking at the little critter “people” and
hearing the story of Katie Mouse.As an adult reading this book I was so impressed with the
detail in the illustrations and the care the author took to make it look like you are really looking
into a little mouse world. The story line reads very smoothly and I like how it was a story of
family.I would highly recommend it to anyone buying for a young reader and you will enjoy
reading it as much as the young reader you are buying it for!”

Ebook Tops Reader, “A most delightful children's book. This is a charming story about a young
mouse whose excitement over her cousin’s wedding – and being a member of the wedding party
is tempered by the fact that she will miss Games Day at her school where she is the captain of
her relay race team. Her disappointment is real and her wail of “It’s not fair!” will be familiar to
every parent!The author does a wonderful job of demonstrating to children through this story
that life is often not fair, but that some things are more important than others. There’s no
preaching – just a well-told tale. Katie accepts that her cousin will only have one wedding while
there will be another Games Day next year. And though she doesn’t get to participate in her
Games Day, Katie saves the wedding by using what she learned as relay race team captain. The
illustrations are delightful and add to this endearing book.”

Not Compatible, “Great read!. Cute book and great for young readers”

C. K. Mays, “Adorable! Lovely story. Adorable! Lovely story. A must have book for my
granddaughters.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Five Stars. bought as a present my granddaughter loves it.”

The book by Anne L. Watson has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 10 people have provided feedback.
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